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ABSTtlACT 

This first grade enFironmental education guide Is one 
of a series of gni3es, R-t2, which were developed by teachers to help 
initroduce eiivironiental education into the total curriculum. The 
guides are suppleaentary in design; it is the teacher's decision when 
the concepts, objectives, activities, and resou. s tay best be 
integrated into the existing classroom curriculum This guide 
contains a series of 12 episodes (ninilessons) , each having a number 
of suggested ii- and out-of-class learning activities. The episodes 
are built arov^nd 12 major environmental concepts that form a 
framework: for each grade or subject area, as well as for the entire 
K-"'2 program. Although the same concepts are used throughout the K-12 
prc.'Tram, emphasis is placed on different aspects of each concept at 
different grade lev's. The first grade guide focuses on aspects such 
as planets and seasons, living and nonliving organisms, 
overpopulation, water uses, and animal adaptation. Each of the 12 
concef'f! 7 T covered in one of the episodes contained in the guide. 
Further, each episode offers subject area integration, subject area 
activities,, interdisciplinary activities, cognitige and affective 
behavioral objectives, and suggested references and resource 
materials useful to teachers and students. (Author/TK) 
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Whac Are Some Ways People Are Hurting the Environment? 57 
Air Pollution: 

1. Stand outside your school. Look all around. Check all of the 
places you can see that air pollution is coming from: 

^factories Abuses 

^(ipartment houses ^airplanes 

^cars fires 



2. Describe the sky. Is it clean? y es ^no 

Is it hazy? yes ^no 

Is it darker in some 

parts than others? yes ^no 

3. Can you smell the air? yes no 

4. Do your eyes tear or smart? yes no 

If possible, watch a bus leave a bus stop. 

Can you see the exhaust? yes no 

Can you smell the exhaust? yes no 

5. Try to collect some pollutants. 

a. Wipe a car with a tissue. Paste a piece of the tissue below. 



b. Wipe a window ledge with a tissue. Paste a piece of the tissue below. 



c. Go to a tree near a bus stop. Wipe a leaf with o tissue. Paste 
a piece of tissue below. 



d. Go to a tree as far away as possible from bus stops and heavy 

traffic. Wipe a leaf with a tissue. Paste a piece of tissue below. 



6. Sandpaper a small section of the stones on the outside of the school 
building. 

Is there a difference in color? yes no 

7. If there is snow on the ground, what color is It? _white gray 

How Irng ago did the snow fall? ^today yesterday a few days 

ago. 



II. Litter: 

Examine the litter under a tree, on the grassy strip between the sidewalk 
and the street, or In a vacant lot. Check the things you find. Some of 
these things will come apart soon. Some will last a long time and make 
the ground ugly. Draw a line from each thing you found to the right 
group. 

GROUP 1 GROUP 2 

Things that will Things that will not 

make soil soon: make soil soon. 

newspapers 

cans 

glass 

soda can tabs 
foil 

candy wrappers 
cigarettes 
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PURPOSE ; To help the individual become aware of native materials 
found in the outdoors through direct observations. 

PROCEDURE; Divide into small groups and have each group list as 
many natural items they can find beginning with each 
letter of the alphabet. 



DESCRIPTIVE WRITING 

DIRECTIONS ; Find the objects listed below and then do the following 
things with each object: 

1. look at the object 

2. Feel the object 

3. Smell the object 

4. Listen for sounds which may come from it or are 
associated with it. 

5. Taste it (if safe to do so) 

Write as many descriptive words as the basis for 
description as you can using your sensory experiences. 
Some possible examples are: 



1. 


This year's deciduous 


leaf 


2. 


This year's evergreen 


leaf 


3. 


Last year's deciduous 


leaf 


4. 


River water 




5. 


Water from the stream 




6. 


Wet soil along the river 


7. 


A rock 




8. 


Twig on a tree 




9. 


A flower 




10. 


Bark on a tree 





* Northern Illinois University 
WORDS INTO PICTURES 

In my fifth grade class we are trying to become more exact in expressing our 
ideas. To help in this effort, I asked each student to write a descriptive 
paper on an imaginary animal. Then, without warning, I had them exchange 
papers. Next, I asked each child to draw a picture of the description he 
received. 

Their enthusiasm was high, their reactions natural and critical: 'Nothing 
here tells me how big it's supposed to be.' 'I can't make him do anything 
because that was left out.' 

After several attempts at this activity, the student's descriptions, and 
thereafter their pictures, became much more detailed. 

* Shirley R. Secord, fifth grade teacher 
Central School, Natick, Mass. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS ACTIVITIES 



Play "blind" and describe various outdoor situations. 
Write a letter home or to a friend. 
Take field notes. 

Use the camp library for research and reading. 

Tell some original "tall tales". 

Write a story or a song about the out-of-doors. 

Plan and prepare a tape of your outdoor experiences. 

Write a poem about the Mississippi. (Fox River) 

Take a camera hike. 

Keep an outdoor diary or "log". 

Practice careful listening. 

Recognize and record new "outdoor words". 

Write new words in snow, sand, or moist earth. 

Enrich word meanings. 

Make temporary or permanent labels for a nature trail. 

Use children for "living labels". 

Make a trail guide. 

Produce one-sentence descriptions. 

Describe a natural phenomena such as a storm. 

Write stories or poems about natural objects. 

Give news or weather reports. 

Compose a myth or legend about some area or object. 
Identify and label specimens. 

Keep a diary or write a story about "My Spot" (an outdoor are;* 
chosen by the student of particular interest to him) 

"Space Traveler" — describe our environment from an outsider s 
point of view. 

Take some good "nature notes". , 

Describe various outdoor odors using proper terminology. 

Learn to spell the names of trees, animals, etc. 

Talk with "oldtimers" to learn the history of trees. 

Start a tree calendar and diary. 

Make a list of "outdoor" sounds and weave them into a story. 
List several adjectives such as soft, smooth, twisted, and hunt 

for nature objects to fit these words. 
Describe nature sounds in writing. 
Compose outdoor rope-skipping rhymes. 
Write a story about "stars". 

Compo'-.e a "ballad". \ 
Prepare a radio or television program, (make-believe) 
Use charades to portray new outdoor vocabulary words. 
Interview various adults about the out-of-doors game warden. 
Dramatize some "problems" of the pioneers or Indians. 
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